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JAMES McCREERY & CO. 

THIS firm are exhibiting at present a large collec- 
tion of fine lace curtains in Irish point, Renais- 
sance, Arabic, Louis XIV., Marie Antoinette, Cluny, 
Brussels point, Tambour, and Colbert laces. The 
Colbert and Arabic laces are in ecru brown, while 
the other styles are in white or pale cream. A very 
beautiful Colbert lace curtain has the lace applied to 
bands of grenadine, and in other cases the lace is 
applied to alternate stripes of heavy embroidered 
plush, that form a connecting link between the 
heavy drapery and the ordinary lace curtain, that is 
very effective. There is shown a beautiful line of 
Brussell's lace curtains, all done in soft delicate 
needle work, worth forty-five dollars a pair. These 
curtains are remarkable for the fine shading intro- 
duced into the floral design that curves gracefully 
across the gauzy foundation of the curtain. Many 
curtains are of course embroidered by machine, but 
the machine work, Btrange to say, is not so regular 
or artistic as the hand work. A novelty in curtains 
consists of cotton and silk and cotton embroidery of 
fine Brussell's net. The embroidery is done in the 
form of a border, with regular perpendicular stripes 
over the field of the curtain, and where the embroid- 
ery is entirely of Bilk the effect is beautifully soft 
and artistic. There is line of embroidered cotton 
crepe curtains that are extremely cheap, and at the 
same time very effective as draperies. 

There is quite a rage at present for lace tidies for 
the backs of chairs, or table centers, whereon are 
placed lamps, or rose bowls, and for the tops of 
cushions. These tidies are entirely hand work, and 
the style of lace is usually the Arabic or Louis XIV. 
made on tape, which is a delicate aud beautiful con- 
ception. There is also a special line of Renaissance 
curtains for vestibule doors, buffets, and bureau 
covers, entirely of hand-worked lace, the prices 
ranging from $4 50 to $10.00 each. Nothing could 
be more soft, delicate, transparent and artistic than 
a lace curtain of this kind hung over the glass of the 
vestibule door. It admits a sufficiency of light into 
the hallway, and at the same time tones down the 
light and prevents a too free inspection of the hall- 
way from the exterior. The idea is altogether de- 
lightful. In decorative scarfs there are hand-painted 
effects on grenadine, trimmed with lace, that may 
be used not only as scarfs, but also as mats and 
tidies. 

In their India department there is a wonderful 
collection of all that is unique and beautiful in the 
line of hand-work Indian embroideries. There is 
shown a collection of hand embroidered rugs that 
are unique and artistic in effect, and at the same time 
moderate in price. In India table covers there is an 
immense amount of labor expended upon the won- 
derfully minute and thoroughly Indian decoration 
that is formed out of single lines of many colored 
threads all sewn compactly together. The amount 
of labor is absolutely bewildering on some of the 
table covers and bedspreads. 

There is shown a beautiful line of themost unique 
Egyptian bedspreads, consisting of minute lines of 
-many colored tape work, sewn compactly upon a 
linen foundation. This combination of silk and 
linen makes the finished material impervious to 
moths, and the colors will not fade. The designs 
must be seen before any one can appreciate the 
amount of labor expended upon such beautiful, and 
at the same time low-priced goods. There are cir- 
cles formed of concentric waving lines, around 
which are trained scrolls in the form of trees, with 
trunk, leaves and branches all formed of. the com- 



pactly sewn silk threads. The application of Indian 
embroidery to tea coseys, bead rests, pillows, cush- 
ions, and so on, is one of the brightest fancies of the 
age, in the matter of interior decoration. Here one 
may take advantage of the beautiful pieces of em- 
broidery executed in threads either of silk or of gold 
that will not tarnish, that have been constructed at 
the expense of an enormous amount of labor, and in 
a short time construct a tea cosey or cushion that 
will remain a perpetual delight to the eye, as well 
as an article of comfort and use. 

There are Cashmere embroideries rivaling the in- 
tricate forms of the embroideries on Cashmere 
shawls, and the firm also exhibit alarge line of the 
real India shawls, which are woven and embroidered 
with the patterns peculiar to same. The greatest 
splendor of embroidery 1r lavished upon the choice 
table covers that can be bought anywhere from $25 
to $100 each. Too much praise cannot be given to 
the exceeding delicacy of the designs and the sump- 
tuous manner in which the same are executed, by 
means of threads of gold, compactly sewn together, 
forming radiant scenes of flowers, with beautiful 
floral borders, all embroidered on plum color tea 
rose, old gold, and pale green satin. Nothing that 
we know of in the way of embroidery can lend such 
splendor to an interior as one of these hand embroid- 
ered table covers, of which Messrs. McCreery & Co. 
have a large stock. There are also door panels 
wrought in threads of gold, the design resembling 
an archway, with strange animals placed at intervals 
thereon, all wrought in gold thread and silk on black 
satin grounds. 

The Djim curtains for bookcases are about the 
strangest fabric in the collection. These are em- 
broidered with a minute pattern, while at regular 
intervals over the fabric is sewn a small oval disc, 
of a composition resembling glass, or mother of 
pearl, that gleams like little mirrors, which gives a 
singular aspect to the curtain. One of their cus- 
tomers was so charmed with this curiously beauti- 
ful, yet cheap fabric, that he purchased 100 curtains, 
fearing that he would never get hold of so unique a 
material for curtains again. There are also shown 
cotton fabrics for covering halls, stamped with Per- 
sian panel designs, and there is quite a large line of 
antique Dagestan rags that are being sold at very- 
low prices. 

This being the holiday season, Messrs. Creery & 
Co: are doing a large business in fur capes, linen 
handkerchiefs and such like goods that are being 
bought for holiday presents. A specialty with them 
this season is their holiday patterns for dresses, the 
material ranging from $2.00 for a servant's dress up 
to $25.00 for that of the mistress. Certainly a piece 
of goods for a dress that can be purchased for a few 
dollars from the large selection exhibited 1b a very 
useful Christmas present. 



BROOKLYN ART ASSOCIATION. 

""THE work of the Brooklyn Art Association for the 
*■ season of 1891-92 will comprise six courses of 
lectures, a general exhibition of paintings and other 
works of art, receptions and a school of fine arts. 
The general exhibition will be given in February 
and March, and will comprise the works of Ameri- 
can and European artists of high standing. The 
lectures will be given once a week, beginning the 
last of October and ending the last of April, and will 
comprise the following courses : 

Four lectures on " Decorative Art," by Russell 
Sturgis, of New York ; six lectures on " Sculpture," 



by Prof. William H. Goodyear, of the Brooklyn In- 
stitute; four lectures on "Russian Art and Archi- 
tecture," by Miss 'Isabel F. Hapgood, of New York; 
six lectures on "Art in Relation to Life," by Per- 
cival Chubb, of the Brooklyn Institute ; four lec- 
tures on "The Venetian, Spanish, French and Re- 
cent Schools of Art," by Miss Louise Both-Hen- 
drikes of the Brooklyn Institute ; five lectures on 
" The Technique of Art," by Prof. A. D. F. Hamlin, 
of Columbia College, Edwin F. El well, of New 
York; E. Hopkinson Smith, of New York, and the 
Rev. William H. Ingersoli. Each lecture will be 
fully illustrated by photographic reproductions of 
the works of art described. The School of Fine 
Arts will be conducted on a broader basis than here- 
tofore, and its scope and plan will be comparable 
with that of the Art Students' League of New York. 



'"PHE Moniteur Indcstbibllb recommends the 
* use of a mixture of oil and graphite on all screws 
in machinery. It says it will effectually prevent them 
from becoming fixed, and protects them for years 
from rust, at the same time the mixture facilitates 
tightening up. 

The Joseph Dixon Crucible Co., Jersey City, N. 
J., have for a number of years prepared graphite 
mixtures which have found great favor with ma- 
chinists and steamfltters of this country. 

Dixon's Graphite Pipe Joint mixture not only 
takes the place of red lead, but is Infinitely better, 
while Dixon's Graphited oil is used where a thinner 
mixture is desired and also for lubricating bearings. 
Graphite is the best natural lubricant known. 



IUIR. GEO. W. BENNETT, fresco and decora- 
* ' * tive painter of Manchester, Vermont, Is at 
present engaged in decorating the Congregational 
Church at Rutland, Vermont. The trustees are ex- 
pending nearly twenty thousand dollars in improve- 
ments, a large portion of which is devoted to the 
decoration of the structure. Mr. Bennett's 38 years' 
experience as a decorator, together with his reputa- 
tion as a first-class artist, is a guarantee that the 
decoration of the church could not be intrusted to 
worthier hands, and we congratulate the trustees of 
the church upon their choice of a decorative artist. 



BOOKS. 



HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO. 

"The Onh Hoss Shay," with its companion 
poems, "How the Old Horse Won the Bet," and 
"The Broomstick Train," by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, with illustrations by Howard Pyle. Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., BoBton and New York, $1.50. 

This is one of those delightful holiday books that 
are published every year by Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 
"The One Hoss Shay" is a poem known to every- 
body, and apart from the story itself, is one of those 
delightful poems in which is sealed up for all time 
delightful glimpses of rural life, particularly the 
rural life of New England about a hundred years 
ago. The accompanying poems, "How the Old 
Horse Won the Bet," and "The Broomstick Train,'* 
are also delightfully remioiscent of country life. 
"The Broomstick Train " refers more particularly to 
suburban travel by means of the electric broomstick, 
which presses against a wiie overhead. The author 
conclusively proves that the motive force is supplied 
by witches. There are in all 64 illustrations, the 



